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succeed as a ruler and could perform so many
Aswamedha Yagas purely because there was
widespread prosperity owing to unfailing seasonal rains.
Hence Indira asked Varuna, the Sea Lord, to
destroy the city of Madurai with floods. At his behest, the
seas rose to great heights as if touching the moon. The
tidal waves invaded Madurai from the east at the dead
of night. Ugra pandiya was then asleep. Lord Siva
appeared in his dream as a siddha purusha and
informed him that the seas were about to destroy his city
and advised him that he should immediately use the
weapon given to him by his father at the time of
ugrasena's marriage.

The king rushed with the weapon and threw
it on the seas in the 'presence of siddha purusha.
No sooner was this done than the roaring seas lost
their ferocious form and became ankle deep: The
siddha purusha then disappeared and Lord Siva and
Parvathi gave darshan to Ugra Pandiya who gratefully
prostrated before them. The King as a token of gratitude
donated all the lands and villages between Madurai city
and the sea to the Lord for this service.

14. BREAKING OF INDIRA'S CROWN

During the rule of Ugra Pandiya, there was an
acute famine in the three Tamil Kingdoms of chera,
Chola and Pandya. the Kings, therefore, went to Agastya
and sought his help. After reading the planatary
movements, the sage told them there would be a famine
for twelve years. He advised them to seek the help of
Indira. he also told them that they should propitiate Lord